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PRINCIPLES, PROPOSITIONS & 
DISCUSSIONS 
FOR LAND & FREEDOM 






AN INTRODUCTORY WORD TO THE ‘ANARCHIVE’ 
“Anarchy is Order!” 





‘T must Create a System or be enslav’d by 
another Man’s. 
I will not Reason & Compare: my business 
is to Create’ 
(William Blake) 


During the 19th century, anarchism has develloped as a result 
of a social current which aims for freedom and happiness. A 
number of factors since World War I have made this 
movement, and its ideas, dissapear little by little under the 
dust of history. 

After the classical anarchism — of which the Spanish 
Revolution was one of the last representatives—a ‘new’ kind 
of resistance was founded in the sixties which claimed to be 
based (at least partly) on this anarchism. However this 
resistance is often limited to a few (and even then partly 
misunderstood) slogans such as ‘Anarchy is order’, ‘Property 
is theft’,... 


Information about anarchism is often hard to come by, 
monopolised and intellectual; and therefore visibly 
disapearing. The ‘anarchive’ or ‘anarchist archive’ Anarchy is 
Order ( in short A.O) is an attempt to make the ‘principles, 
propositions and discussions’ of this tradition available 
again for anyone it concerns. We believe that these texts are 
part of our own heritage. They don’t belong to publishers, 
institutes or specialists. 


These texts thus have to be available for all anarchists an 
other people interested. That is one of the conditions to give 
anarchism a new impulse, to let the ‘new anarchism’ outgrow 
the slogans. This is what makes this project relevant for us: 
we must find our roots to be able to renew ourselves. We 
have to learn from the mistakes of our socialist past. History 
has shown that a large number of the anarchist ideas remain 


standing, even during the most recent social-economic 
developments. 


‘Anarchy Is Order’ does not make profits, everything is 
spread at the price of printing- and papercosts. This of 
course creates some limitations for these archives. 
Everyone is invited to spread along the information we 
give . This can be done by copying our leaflets, printing 
texts from the CD (collecting all available texts at a given 
moment) that is available or copying it, e-mailing the texts 
to friends and new ones to us,... Become your own 
anarchive!!! 

(Be aware though of copyright restrictions. We also want to 
make sure that the anarchist or non-commercial printers, 
publishers and autors are not being harmed. Our priority on 
the other hand remains to spread the ideas, not the ownership 
of them.) 


The anarchive offers these texts hoping that values like 
freedom, solidarity and direct action get a new meaning 
and will be lived again; so that the struggle continues against 
the 


“...demons of flesh and blood, that sway scepters down here; 
and the dirty microbes that send us dark diseases and wish to 
squash us like horseflies; 
and the will-‘o-the-wisp of the saddest ignorance.” 
(L-P. Boon) 

The rest depends as much on you as it depends on us. Don’t 

mourn, Organise! 


Comments, questions, criticism, cooperation can be sent 


toA.O@advalvas.be. 


A complete list and updates are available on this address, new 
texts are always 


WELCOME!! 


ANARCHISM 
A HISTORY OF ANTI-RACISM 


"WHAT DO WE MEAN BY RESPECT FOR HUMANITY? WE 
MEAN THE RECOGNITION OF HUMAN RIGHT AND 
HUMAN DIGNITY IN EVERY MAN, OF WHATEVER RACE [OR] 
COLOR" 


-MICHAEL BAKUNIN, 1867 


Anarchist are Free Socialists so we believe that social 
equality and opportunity for all people should replace 
property, wealth and privilege as the key value of society. 
We also believe that so long as governments exist, they are 
a means to create and preserve inequality. Anarchists 
believe that social equality cannot be achieved without Free 
Association, Mutual Aid and Voluntary Cooperation. 
Anarchists hold that until all are free then no one is free. 
We believe that it is human nature to be aware of the 
suffering of others and that our own freedom is dependent 
on our willingness to fight for the freedom of others. As 
such its hardly surprising that Anarchists oppose racism and 
were frequently to be found at the heart of anti-racist 
struggles. 


Michael Bakunin (Three Lectures to Swiss Members of the 
International, 1871) attacked the State as ‘the patrimony of 
some privileged class” and patriotism as “the solidaristic 
interest of this privileged class.” 


Furthermore, “patriotism is a bad, narrow, and disastrous 
habit, for it is the negation of human equality and 
solidarity.” He stated that “no war between races, nations, 
States, and classes has ever had any purpose other than 
domination, which is the necessary condition and guarantee 
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of the possession and enjoyment of wealth.” Furthermore, 
“at the bottom of every war lies but a single concern: 
plunder, the acquisition of others’ wealth, and the 
subjugation of others’ labor!” To Bakunin, the State was a 
set of institutions which protected the money and property 
of the rich and patriotism both enabled the rich to divide 
those who they exploited and to justify wars to make 
themselves richer. He criticized the nationalistic and 
imperialistic wars waged by France, Germany and Russia in 
the mid 1800s. He also criticized the use of religion to 
rationalize this exploitation and war. 


Peter Kropotkin’s Mutual Aid: A Factor of Evolution 
(1902) was one of the first books to attack Social 
Darwinism, the theoretical basis of white supremacism. 
Kropotkin asserted that evolution was driven by 
cooperation and not by competition and exploitation. He 
challenged the idea that some people were destined to rule 
over others by saying that it was our natural instinct to be 
repulsed by injustice and exploitation. He challenged the 
idea that people were parochial/tribal by nature by saying 
that great human advances resulted from cooperation and 
not separatism or domination. 


Rudolf Rocker’s Nationalism and Culture (1937) was one 
of the seminal works of Anti-Racism, Anti-Fascism and 
Anti-Nationalism. Rocker, a German Anarcho-Syndicalist 
who escaped the Nazis, asserts that nationalism is the basis 
of Fascist and Stalinist tyranny and that white supremacist 
doctrine which was written to justify European aristocracy 
and nationalism is contradicted by all basic facts of biology, 
genetics and psychology. European race theorists even 
contradicted each other. 


ANARCHISTS IN THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR MOVEMENT 


By the turn of the century Anarchist ideas had spread 
rapidly outside the European working class and had become 
popular among the workers of Asia (in particular Korea, 
China and Japan) and Latin America. In Eastern Europe 
Anarchism became popular amongst Jewish communities 
and as people from these communities fled poverty and 
pogroms they brought Anarchist ideas into the USA and 
Britain. In the US the Anarchist influenced [WW was the 
first union to jointly organize ‘white’ workers, Black 
workers and Chinese immigrants. In Cuba, anti-racism was 
a key part of Anarchist labor organizing among freed 
slaves. 


Anarchists organized unions and fought against the Spanish 
occupation and the late US intervention. By the early years 
of the 20th Century, Anarchism was already a multi- 
cultural movement that had spread throughout the global 
working class. The waves of repression against Anarchists 
alongside the poverty of the communities many of them 
came from meant that in many countries the movement 
included immigrants from all over the world. 


In areas where the Anarchist movement was strong this 
opposition to racism and imperialism was translated into 
action. In 1909 Barcelona Anarchists played a major role in 
initiating a general strike against military conscription for 
the war in Morocco. In 1912 Anarchists played a significant 
role in the Mexican revolution with indigenous movements 
like the Zapatistas taking up the Anarchist demand for 
"Land and Liberty’ and hundreds of IWW members joining 
the Mexican Anarchists in liberating a large section of 
Northern Mexico. 


In “Labor’s Solidarity Should Know Neither Race Nor 
Color” (Regeneracion, 1913), the Mexican Anarchist 
Ricardo Flores Magon criticized Eugene V. Debs of the 
American Socialist Party for claiming that Mexicans were 
“too ignorant to fight for freedom.” He urged American and 
European workers to follow their example. 


During the Russian Revolution the Anarchist influenced 
Makhnovist Army liberated much of the Eastern Ukraine. 
This area was rife with anti-Semitism, even Red Army units 
were responsible for as many as 500 deaths in Pogroms in 
1919 alone! The Makhnovists provided arms for Jewish 
communities, allowed Jews to form separate units in their 
army if they so wished and declared: 


"Your revolutionary duty is to stifle all nationalist 
persecution by dealing ruthlessly with the instigators of 
anti-Semitic pogroms [racist attacks]..." 


ANARCHISTS IN THE WARS AGAINST FASCISM 


As Fascism arose in the 1920's and '30's Anarchists were 
frequently to be found at the heart of the anti-fascist 
movements. In 1920 in Italy, when the anti-fascist alliance 
Arditi del Popolo emerged to physically fight the Fascists, 
Anarchists were often its local organizers. In Spain, the 
Anarchist CNT (National Labor Confederation) 
successfully ran the economy of parts of Spain while 
fighting on two fronts against the Spanish Falangé 
(Fascists) and their allies: the military, the aristocracy and 
the church (plus military aid from Mussolini and Hitler) 
during the Spanish Civil War (1936-39). In Japan (1903- 
23), Anarchists organized against the imperial system and 
Japanese militarism. Korean Anarchists fought the Japanese 


invasion of Korea and for a while liberated a large segment 
of the north of the country. In China, Anarchist guerillas 
fought the Manchu (Monarchists), Guomindang 
(Nationalists) and Japanese. Chu Chapei, an Anarchist 
guerilla organizer in Yunan Province in southern China, 
patterned himself after Nestor Makhno. Even after the 
Fascists came to power Anarchists went underground, 
attempting to assassinate Hitler and Mussolini on several 
occasions. Many died in concentration camps or were 
murdered by Stalinists trying to create Russian-styled 
dictatorships. Anarchists who had participated in the 
Spanish Civil War escaped to France where they fought 
with the Maquis (French Resistance against the Nazis) and 
to Cuba, Mexico and Argentina where they helped organize 
Anarchist labor movements. 


Anarchists in the Struggle Against Imperialism and Neo- 
Liberalism 

During the 1950s In France the Anarchist Movement 
opposed the French war against Viet Nam and later reacted 
to the start of the Algerian war of independence (against 
France) with the headline "North-Africa: one single people 
fighting against killer imperialism". The French Anarchist 
Federation's continued opposition to the racist French 
governments war in Algeria were to see its meetings 
attacked (on one occasion with guns and grenades), its 
paper banned several times and in March of 1961 the office 
of its paper and the Paris bookshop bombed, the huge 
explosion demolishing the building. 


During the 1950s and 1960s Anarchists participated in the 
Civil Rights Movement in the United States. In the 1960s 
and 1970s Anarchists organized against the American war 
in Viet Nam. Uprisings in Paris, Mexico City and other 


placed in 1968 helped spark a growing interest in Anarchist 
ideas. After the collapse of Leninism in 1989, Anarchist 
movements appeared in South Africa/Azania (Workers 
Solidarity Federation), Nigeria (Awareness League), 
Turkey, and Lebanon and the movement in Latin America, 
Asia, Australia and Eastern Europe is growing. Anarchists 
in Africa are organizing against post-apartheid 
dictatorships, labor repression and racism. Anarchists have 
organized movements in opposition to the 1991 'Gulf War' 
and in solidarity with the indigenous rebellion of the 
Zapatistas in Chiapas, Mexico. 


In recent years Anarchists have participated in immigrants 
rights campaigns in Europe and the United States. 
Anarchists have organized against “workfare” (Called the 
“Job Seekers Allowance” in Britain), increased taxation of 
working people, hunger and the criminalization of 
homelessness. Anarchists are organizing against neo- 
fascism, white supremacism and institutional racism by the 
police, the military and corporations. 


Anarchists in the Black Autonomist movement have 
advocated self-organization within ethnic communities and 
workplaces as a solution to economic discrimination and 
institutional racism. 


